(Federal Agencies Creating a Plan 
For Inquiries Into Assassinations 




WASHINGTON, Nov. 28 — Contin- 
gency plans for investigating future polit- 
ical assassinations and for protecting and 
analyzing evidence involved in them are 
being formulated by agencies of the 
Federal Government, according to 
sources familiar with the present situa- 
tion. 

A spokesman for the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation said today that “there is a 
continency plan that is coming up,” but 
he declined to elaborate for fear of “tak- 
ing the steam out of” the presentation of 
the plan in about two weeks at a public 
! hearing of the House Select Committee on 
Assassinations. ' 

The new plans are expected to address 
issues ranging from procurement and 
delivery of scientific experts to establish- 
ing in advance which military hospital 
the body of a President would be taken to 
and selecting a panel of expert patholo- 
gists who would perform autopsies. 

No Plans a Month Ago 
For the most part, a Congressional offi- 
cial said, “whatever plans are around are 
just now being developed to any degree of 
sophistication, because virtually none ex- 
isted a month ago. ” 

“If President Carter had been killed 
last month,” the official said, “his body 
I probably would have been sent to Be- 
I thesda Naval Hospital, because he had 
j been a naval officer, and whatever pa- 
j thologist was on duty, perhaps a 29-year- 
i old lieutenant, would be the one perform- 


ing the autopsy, with every likelihood it ! 
would be subject to all kinds of questions, 
just like the one performed on President 
Kennedy. 

“One of the tragedies of the assassina- 
tions this country went through in the 
1960’s is that we didn’t seem to learn any- j 
thing much from them,” the official con- 1 
tinued. j 

According to the F.B.I. spokesman, the ! 
plan that will be presented by William ! 
Webster, the bureau’s director, will deal i 
specifically with where the body of a ; 
murdered President would be taken and i 
who would make up the medical staff in- 
volved in post-mortem activities. 

F.B.I. Now In Charge 
One thing has changed since the assas- 
sination of President Kennedy in 1063. 
The F.B.I. now has the responsibility, by 
law, to take over the investigation of the 
murder of a Federal official. 

When President Kennedy was killed 
the F.B.I. had no such jurisdiction, and 
that crime was treated as a local homi- 
cide under the jurisdiction of the Dallas, 
Tex., police department. 

The change in the law is the reason the 
F.B.I. is investigating the murder of Rep- 
resentative Leo J. Ryan, Democrat of 
California, in Guyana. 

However, the murders of Mayor 
George Moscone and City Supervisor 
Harvey Milk in San Francisco yesterday, 
are not being investigated by Federal 
agents because they were local officials. 



